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Research on Reforms received numerous requests for additional information following the 
release of the article, “New Orleans RSD Charter Schools Can Expel Unwanted Students – 
Making Test Results Questionable.”   In the article, Dr. Barbara Ferguson states:  

“Do not be deceived into thinking that charter schools are inherently better than 
traditional schools; rather, they operate under different rules.   They can expel students 
for minor infractions or can simply expel those who might contribute to lowering their 
test scores.  According to Chas Roemer, BESE Chair of the RSD Committee, charter 
schools are not bound by the same student behavior rules as are traditional schools.” 

 
In response to the requests for more information, the following is provided herein: 

• Mr. Chas Roemer’s comments as transcribed by Learning Matters, Inc. 
• Rules for expelling students, from the handbooks of the schools cited in the article: 

o New Orleans Charter Science and Math Academy 
o Lafayette Academy Charter School 
o Nelson, Gentilly Terrace, and Capdau:  UNO Charter Schools 
o Miller-McCoy Academy 
o KIPP Central City Primary 

 

 
Roemer’s Comments Regarding Charter Schools Expelling Students   

Comments by Mr. Charles Roemer, BESE member and RSD Committee Chair: 
June 9, 2011 meeting in New Orleans at Cohen High School 

 
Question:   How do charter schools get the authority to expel students for minor offenses? 
Mr. Chas Roemer’s Response:  “The charter school determines what they can and cannot do 
autonomously.  So that is their decision, their discipline policy, their expulsion policy, their 
attendance policies, which can be determined at a school by school basis for charter schools.” 
 
Question:  So, students in the charter schools can be expelled for minor violations and 
consequently these students are then returned to the traditional schools?  We think this 
creates an inequitable system.  Is this consistent with the Louisiana Revised Statutes? 
Mr. Chas Roemer’s Response:  “It is consistent with the Louisiana Charter School Law.  That’s 
what it is consistent with. It is. Absolutely” 

 (Source: Taped and transcribed by Learning Matters, Inc.) 



 
 
 



 
 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 


